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of a historical element in the story reported by Ahima'az,.
despite the legendary garb in which it is arrayed "-1
Under -what name, then, does Paltiel appear in Arabic
sources ? De Goeje says : " I knew, however, of only one
person whose story in general corresponds with that of
Paltiel, namely General Jauhar, the conqueror of Egypt
and founder of Cairo." On the basis of details of Jauhars-
life as reported by the Arabic sources, de Goeje attempts
to prove his identity with the Paltiel of the chronicle,
reaching the conclusion that " everything that AMma'az
tells of Paltiel's share in the conquest of Egypt corresponds
precisely to what the Arab historians have to tell of
Jauhar ".*
This proposed solution by de Goeje has also been supported
by A. Marx, who, in the light of a Hebrew fragment, regards
" the identification of Paltiel and Jauhar as probable in the
highest degree".3
Nonetheless, there are considerations which, militate against
the proposed identification. It has already been admitted
that the difference in names does not represent an insurmount-
able difficulty.4 But in our opinion there is one element with
which the person to be identified as the Paltiel of the chronicle
must in any case comply : he must be a Jew or of Jewish
origin. In an attempt at identification, numerous details of
his rise, his influence, even the difference in names, might
well be overlooked ; the fact of his being a Jew or of Jewish
origin, however, is an essential part of his character and
personality.5 As Jauhar, however, is never referred to as a
1 I>.   TCA.nfrnft.nn,   Beltrage   zttr   Geschichte   Agyptens   aus   judischen
Quellen, ZDJIG., li, p. 436.  Cf. also MGWJ.t vol. ad, p. 530.
*  de Goeje, Djaukar=PaJtiSl, ZDUG., lii, p. 75.
*  A.  Marx,  Studies  in   Gaonic  History   and  literature,   JQR.t   1910,
vol. i, pp. 7&-S5.
*  de Goeje, loc. eit.
*  By regarding Pal^Tel as an Egyptian Nagid, Poznanski (EEJ.t xlviii,
p. 145), Gottheil (Jew. EncycL, v, 61, 68), and Kavtfnrmnn  (ZJ>MG., li,
p. 436) show that they realize how essential the Jewish factor in hfm was.,
Cf, also B. Dinaburg in Zion, ed. Jerusalem, 1929, vol. iii, pp. 64-5.